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Iſlaud of Content. 

£ 7 Oy | g | ä . 2 "4.0 

Dear Friend, | . 1 

IN CE my Golden Pills prov'd ſo acceptable 

a Preſent, and you are very importunate to 
be made acquainted with the State and Con- 
dition of our happy 1ſland of Content, where 
ſuch chearful Phyſick is alone adminiſter d in all 

Diſtempers; — {24 to your Requeſt, I have care- 
fully improv d ſome leiſure Hours on purpoſe to 
oblige you, and have accordingly ſent you an exact A 
Account of the Situation of the Place, the Products 
of the Country, the Conſtitution of the Govern- 1 
ment; alſo the Cuſtoms and Manners of the merry b_ 
Inhabitants of our muſical Kingdom, that you _ 
may be the better ſenſible how far the Pleaſures of -M 
Peace and Dulcitude of Harmony, exceed the noiſy . 
Surprizes of uncertain Wax, and the grinning Ma-. 
lice of domeſtick Diſcord, Therefore, that I ma 
not weary out your Patience with a tedious Intro- -M 
duction, I ſhall treat you as a Friend, and, free of 
all Partiality to my native Country, let you into 
the Secret, without farther Preparation, viz.” 
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Of the Situation and Climate. 
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E are happily ſeated in a very moderate Cti-  - #} 
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mate, but ſuffering no Man to ſtudy the 
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Heatheniſh Science of Aſtronomy, I eannot, ac- 


cording to the Rules of Art, pretend to acquaint 


70 with the Degrees of our Latitude: And the 
Reaſons why we think it not ſafe to ſuffer a Star- 
gazer among us, are, that they generally dwind le 
into Aſtrological Wiſcakers, and by their lying 
Propheſies, corrupt the Minds of the People, to the 


Diſturbance of the Kingdom; therefore, when ever 


1 


we catch any Perſon writing an Almanack, telling 


Fortunes, or pretending to predict what ſhall hap- 
pen hereafter, we tye his Thumbs behind him with 
Coblers Ends, hang a Shoe-maker's. Laſt about his 
Neck for a Sy$1; and then flog him to Death with 
a Leathern Strap, without Mercy; for you mult 
know. we dread nothing ſo much as the Subverſion 
of our Government, and the Change of our Con- 
ſtitution; for having a due Senſe of our own Hap- 
pineſs, we are well aſſur d, from the ſad Experience 
of other Countries, that nothing but Miſery would 
attend a Revolution. However, as to the comfor- 
table Temperature of our happy Climate, we are 
lach abſolute Strangers to all manner of Extreams, 


that we never need Fire, in Winter, to warm our 


Fingers, or Water, in Summer, to cool our Wines, 
but en joy, thro” the Circle of the whole Year, fuch 
2 peaceful Serenity in all the Elements, that the 
Diftillations of the Clouds are but gentle Dews, 


that give a laſting Fertility to the fragrant Earth, 


and only keep the Puſt from riſing, to the Injury 
of our Eyes, above 1:5 natural Centre; ſo that we 
are neither ſubject to be offended with Dirt, or in- 


commoded with Duſt, but always tread upon a. 
_ verdent Carpet, freſh as a Bowling-Green after a 
loft Shower in the Month of April. As we have no 


Ice in the coldeſt of our Weather, to make the 
Ground dectitful, ſo have we no deſtructive Light- 
ning, or furprizing Thunder, in the hotteſt of our 
Sealons, to make our Fears terrible; nor will the 
Frezteft of our Hurricanes, either in Spring or Au- 


tumn, extinguiſh the Flame of a Farthing- Candle, 


3 
3 | 


IIS | 

tho it be ſtuck lighted, during the whole Storm; 

upon the Weather-cock of a Steeple.  '- 
In ſhort, we are always bleſs d with ſuch a com- 


fortable Warmth, that a Man may lie ſafely be- 


tween the Heavens and his Wife, and ſhe between 
her Husband and the bare Ground, without the 


Danger of catching Cold, tho! it be in Winter: 


Nor ſhould we have any Occaſion for Cloths, not 
Jo much as a Fig-leafe, did not Decency oblige us 


to wear Tiffany Apparel. So that from the Exu- 


berance of Nature, and the Moderation of our Cli- 


mate, ſome of our learned Commentators do pro- 


phanely aſſert, that this our Iſland is the very Pa- 


radiſe that Adam loſt, but was reſtor d lately to our 


Great Grand-fathers, as ſome deſerving Branch of 
the old Gentleman's Family, 17 275 


Old Paradiſe zs only loſt to ſuch 
Who ſearch too little, or offend too much, 
But easly found by thoſe who can deſery_, 
The Heav'nly Being with a' righteous Eye. 
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Of our Food and Delicacies. 
ber Plenty, that we abound in Variety of 


ainties, without human Labour; nor have we a- 
ny Occaſion to improve our Food by the Art of 


A to our-Eatables, Nature is here ſo laviſh of 


| Cookery, for nothing can be added to make our 
luſpeous Fruits more wholſome, or more palatable. 


As to our Bread, the principal Staff of Life, our 
fertile Ground is ſo over-ran with delicious Pota- 
toes, that we eaſily dig them up where ever we 


pleaſe, without the Aſſiſtance of any other Spade, 
than our fgre Fingers; ſo that the only Labour we 


are at, is, to turn them out of the Ground, 7 
„ BF | : them 


, 


— 
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(69). 
them upon the Surface, and there let them lie but 
half an Hour in the Sun-ſhine, and they'll be as 
well bak d into cruſty half- penny Rolls, as if they 
had been ſtopp d up as long in a well-heated Oven; 
therefore our Poor here have no Occaſion to run to 
Church for the Sake of the Penny Loaves, nor to 
diſſent from it in Hopes of a better Maintenance, 
for we have no Bakers to plague them with long 
Tallies, or oppreſſive Work-houſes to keep em to 
bard Fare, as well as hard Labour, for a parcel of 
rich Knaves to run away with the Profit of their 
Earnings, that the Saints in Authority over em 
may ſay long Graces to large Meals, and thank 
God for what the Devil has given them. | 
Pleaſant Roots and Herbs are our common Food, 
from the Lord to the Beggar; by which abſtemious 
fort of Living, we hold our Luſts in ſuch an abſo- 
' Jute Subjection, that there is not one Great Magi- 
ſtrate among us, that keeps a Harlot under his Ladys 
Noſe, nor one ſmock-facd Flatterer in all our Do- 
minions, that ever made himſelf a Great Man by 
committing Adultery ; *nor do we ever cat Fleſh, 
becauſe we look upon it ſinful to deſtroy one of 


God's Creatures for the Preſervation of another "EZ | 


nor have we any Neceſſity to prompt us to it, in- 
deed not ſo much as our own Luxury. As to all 
forts of Hortelage, every Man has it in his Back- 
ſide, as ſurely as a Houſe of Office; nor can any 
Inhabitant take a Walk in his Garden, without 
great Caution, but Cluiters of thumping Peaches, 
and over-grown. Nectorals, ſwinging at the end of 
ragling ' Boughs, will be ready at each Step to 
knock bis Teeth down his Throat, as if they were 
angry with) their Owner, that he had not eaten em 
ſooner. Jo be ſhort, we abound with ſuch vaſt 
Variety of delicious Products, that our Monkeys 
and Squirrels feed upon ſweet Almonds, and our 
wild Hogs upon Mufmellons and Pine- apples. 
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If Brutes, thas in our Happy Iſland dwell, r Ben 2s 
Fred on ſuch dainty Fruits, and live ſo well; 
What Bleſſmgs may be found by buman Race, 

Pho thankfully poſſeſs ſo ſweet a Place? _ 
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Of our Wines and potable Fuices.. - 
NE outſide of every Man's Houſe is Rere u 


plentiful Vineyard, for Vines ſpring up a 


naturally under every Body's Windows, as Muſtr- 
roons from the rotten Stump of an old Horſ&-bleck;, 


and creep up our Walls over the Eves of our Mati= 
ſions, as commonly as Ivy grows round an Oak, 


or Houſelick on the top of a Country Bog-houſey 


inſomuch that every Inhabitant, when he wants 


to drink, may ſqueeze his Grapes with his ow 
Teeth, inſtead of a Wine-preſs; however, for So- 


ciety's Sake, becauſe we cannot be ſo free in our. 


own Houſes, we allow ſome Taverns, but to pre- 


vent Adulteration, we cut down all Apple-trees' . 
as faſt as they ſpring up, left the Purity of our Wines 


ſhould be debas'd with Cyder ; by which Means 
we keep our Vintners honeſt, our Juices Whol ſome, 
18 


and the People healthful ; yet, tho our lar 
39 


are plenty, and in the higheſt Perfection, 
a ſober Nation, only for want of a large Exciſe to 


make it the Intereſt of our Government to connive 
at Drunkennefs : So that indeed the Cheapneſs of 
our Wines, and the due Execution of our Laws a- 
2 Vice, without the leaſt Help of a Society of 
eformation, makes Ebriety a Scandal. Notwithj- 
ſtanding our great Inclinations to Temperance and 
Chaſtity, yet the brighteſt Rainbow can have no 
Tincture in her mottl'd Diverſity, but what we can 


match with ſome excellent Liquor of the ſame Co- 
tour, yet we have no Brewers among us; for which 


* 


Reaſon 
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Reaſon our capital Cities are never goverrid by 
Lord-Mayors and Aldermen. - But above all other 
Potables, I have a certain Cordial Compoſition 
of my own, diftill'd from the Rays of the Sun, 
May-dew, Moon-ſhine, and Honey-drops, that 
I prepare purpoſely for the ſpeedy Suppreſſion of all 
melancholly Vapours : Which excellent Cordial, I 
may ſay, without Flattery, ſurpaſſes all the Nectar 
in the Heavens, all the Wines upon Earth, and all 
the exalted Elements that mix between both to 
quench the ſcorching Drowth of thirſty Phæbus. 
Therefore, ſince you inform'd me, in your laſt Let- 
ter, what a peſtilential Stupidity had unhappily 
over- run that flatulent part of the World wherein 
you are now reſident, I have thought a true Re- 
cipe of ſo rich a Noſtrum might be very welcome 
to a Brother Phyſician of your ſingular Pretenſions; 
but muſt ſtrictly enjoin you, by all the Bonds of 
Friendſhip, to lock it faſt in your own Boſom, as 
à valuable Secret. If you happen to find, in your 
colder Climate, the Ingredients difficult to come 
by, or too expenſive to turn to Account, then, in- 
ſtead of May-dew, you may uſe Pump-water ; for 
the Rays of the Sun, Leaf-Gold ; burnt Silver, in 
the room of Moon-ſhine ; and the want of Honey- 
drops, ſupply with common Sugar ; tho', whate- 
ver you do, be ſure you obſerve the true Quantities 
according to my Recipe ; for it ought to be a Max- 
im in Phyſick, vis. Nulla veritas, nulla virtis. 
When you have thus prepar'd it ſecundum Artem, 
purſuant to Inſtructions, for its ſingular Efficacy in 
all melancholly Diſtempers, I would have you call 
it, Chear-vp, a Name ſo applicable to ſo excellent a 
Cordial, that you cannot find a better in the whole 
Nomen (latura, for one Thimble- full adminiſter d in 
due Seaſon, that is, a little before the Paroxyſm, 
will certainly cure any dull Fanatick of the Spirit 
of Contradiction, or the yawning Evil, and make 
bim as merry Company for a whole Afternoon, o- 
ver a Bottle, as a young Player, or a Mountebank's 
w Jy 3 ts 5 Merry - 
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Merry Andrew ; alſo infallibly cures all heavy-hearts _ 
ed Sinners of the Spleen, Hypo, or Night-mare, 


Maids of the .amorous Suſpiration, Whores of 
rick'd Conſciences, and Wives of the Vapours ; 


and is ſo hizhly in Eſteem among the merry Inha- -. 


bitants of our pcaceful Iſland, that it is publickly 


fold here, inflead of Brandy, to make the People. | 


laugh. - 


A cordial Dram, with Moderation us d. 
Revives the Heart, but injures when abus d. 
Enongh, that happy Quantum, makes us glad; 
0, we ſottiſh grow, or mad. 
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O our Apparel. 
y E abound in Spiders of ſeveral Sorts and Co- 
VY ours, but all fo very large, that few of em 


appear-lefs than an Oxs Bladder blown to its full 
Extenfion, each catrying in Ins ſwelling Bag ſo 


much textable Matter, of a ſilky Nature, tliat he 
| 


will not- only ſpin, but weave as much Gauſe in a 
Day's Time, as would fill a Scotch-man's Pack, every 
one's Manufacture differing in Strength, Colour, 
and Subſtance, according to the Food, Magnitude, 
Variation, and Agility of the induſtrious Inſect that 
happens to be the Weaver, which makes their excel- 
lent Work fit for ſundry Uſes; ſo that when any 


Body has a Mind to change their Apparel, it is but 


ſtepping into their Garden, and they may furniſh 


themſelves with a looſe Mantle, (Which is the fa- 
ſhionable Garment here worn) ready ſpun and. 
wove, either ſutable to their Yoath, or agreeable 


to their Gravity. Therefore we have no Occaſion. 
here for Mercers and Drapers, to dun and plague 


our Quality, that they _ lit eaſy in their 


own 


- — 
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own Parlours for fear of ſome Hawk - nos d Citizen 


or other, with a long Bill, fifty Scrapes, and as 


many humble Beſeech yes, and all to know when 


be ſhall come next to go Home without his Money. 


Neither is any Ferſon here diſtinguiſfd by their 
Dreſs, becauſe every Body has the Liberty, with- 
out the leaſt Expence, of chuſing ſuch Apparel as 


ſhall - beſt humour their own Fancy; for which 


Reaſon our very Women here are wholly innocent 
of Pride, not at all regarding ſuperficial Ornaments, 
endeavouring only to excel each other 1n Vertue, 


_ "Modeſty, Eloquence, Muſick, and ſuch like Female 
| Graces, that are Ornaments to the Mind, as well 


as to the Body. We have no Riſing by five a Clock 


of a Sunday Morning, to get to Church by eleyen; 


» 


no borruwing Jewels upon a Ball-Night, to tempt 
the Butterflies to attack the Honey-pot ; no coſtly 
Dreſſes for new Intrigucs, to the Wife's Scandal 
and the Husband's Ruin ; ro proud laſcivious La- 
dy to cry Foh at another, when herſelf is juſt go- 


ing to commit Adultery. In ſhort, our Women 


of all Degrees, tho they are commonly beautiful, 
yet they are very chaſt, notwithſtanding their Gar- 
ments, as well as thoſe of the Men, are ſo very 
tranſparent, that, were not the principal Covering 
lin'd with Mulberry-teaves, the Scepter of Priapus 
and the Mount of Venus would be almoſt as viſible 
through our Cobweb-Veils, as any other Indecen- 
cy, through a pink d Fan, or a wanton Eye through 
the Mask of a Harlot. Yet both Scxes deport them- 
ſelves with ſuch aweful Modeſty, that we behold 
each others Beauty with an innocent Admiration, 
without deſiring to unfold the ſacred Tiffany, ill 
the Laws have granted us a mutual Licenſe to en- 
joy nuptial Felicity. e 6 
Bieſs'd ts ſuch Vertue, that can curb Deſre, 
And, free from Luſt, ſweet Beauty's Charms almire; 
Jet, when they're licensd to enjoy the ſame, 
Can {an their Love, Lut never cool their Flame, 
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Of the Inhabitants in general, and their 


Arte, Trades, and Occupations. 


IF all Arts and Sciences amongſt us; Phyſick 


and Muſick are held the moſt venerable, and 


for theſe two Reaſons : In the firft Place, every 


Body's Life is ſo extreamly happy, and all that 
conduces to human Felicity, ſo eaſily come by, 


that all Men are equally unwilling to reſign 10 
pleaſing a Certainty, for a donbtful Futurity ;* fo 
that if a melancholy Fume does but happen to 
- eclipſe the natural Chea: fulneſs of any Ones Tem- 


per, I am preſently. ſent for, to adminiſter ſome of 
my Golden Pills, and a Dole or two of my Chear- 
ub, Which either recovers them preſently to their 


former Spritehneſs, or if the Patient continues but 
one Hour after im a Fit of the Dumps, we certain- 
ly give him over as a dying Victim to the fatal 


Conqueror. Therefore the Dread of Melancholy, 
and the Fear of Death, makes them adore their 
Fhyſicians as their Life's Safe-guard, and ſo much 


the more, becauſe they have bur three in the whole 
Wand, Dr. Diet, Dr. Quiet, and Dr. Merryman: 
The firſt corrects the Patient's Food, and prelſeribes 
him Rules to eat by; the ſecond lulls him to ſleep 
by an emphatical Repetition of ſome drowly Poe- 


try of his own writing, which he always uſes in- 


ſtead of Poppy-water ; and when the Patient wakcs, 
then my ſelf adminiſters a Doſe of my Golden Pills, 


and a reviving Thimble-fall of my Cordial Chear- 
up; and if thete Methods will not raiſe his Spirits 
above the Depreſſion of Melancholy, which is the 
only Diſtemper we are here ſubject to, then he 


mult even follow the Steps of bis Fore-fathers ; for 
it is not in the Power of human Art to reſpite. 


him from Eternity. . bo . 
B 2 Secondly, 
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66 : 
Secondly, The principal Reaſon why Muſicians 
are as much worthipp'd as Owls among the Egypti- 
ans, is, that ſince all the Comforts of Life are hand- 
ed to us by Nature, without the leaſt Aſſiſtance of 
dur own Labour, we have nothing elſe to do, be- 
_ ſides Eating, Drinking, and Sleeping, but to fid le 
away our Time, ſing, dance, laugh, and be merry: 
So that if a Man has but a tunable Nack upon any 
Inftrument, tho' it be but the Fews-trump, he {hall 
be as much reſpected and admir d, if he does not 
want Entreaty, as ever Tubal (ain was for playing 
a Madigral upon his Cockle-ſhells. So that the 
only Artiſts that are valuable among us, next to 
Phyſicians, 'are Fidlers, Pipers, Singers, Dancers, 
KRKRimers, and Punſters, tho' the laſt is forc'd to be a 
Lacquey to the former, by the Cuſtom of the 
'Country, and to carry the great Crowd, becauſe 
we are all of an Opinion here, that Punning much 
8 2 becomes a Fidler's Boy, than it does his Ma- 
. | | 
We had a Theatre, and à Company of Comedi- 
ans for a little Time, but they were always quar- 
relling about their Miſtreſſes, or who ſhould have 
molt Wages ; ſo we fur niſhd em with a large Ca- 
nov, and turn d em out of the Iſland. * 
We have very few Haiidicrafts among us, beſides 
thoſe who make our Muſical Inſtruments, and they 
' grow ſuch lazy Rogues, becauſe they live in Clo- 
ver, that We are often forc'd to put a Neck and a 
Bridge to one of my. Chear-#» Runlets, and firing 
it up for a Treble Viol, and to make a homely 
Shift with a Bow and a Bladder to play our Tho- 
tough Baſes on; yet, we arc always as well pleas'd 


/ 


with our Muſick, as you can be with the harmoni- 


ous Neighings of your Halian Geldings; for who- 
ever here finds the leaſt Fault, or ſheyws himſelf diſ- 
contented upon any Occafion, immediately forfeits 
his Reſidence, and is baniſh'd the Ilan. 

Our Dancing-maſters have more Buſineſs among 
dur young Ladies, than they can well turn Ws 


N 
*. 
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Tees to, tho'they never receive any Reward, above 
Thanks, for their Labour; for every thing here is 
ſo plenty without Money, that they need as. little 
Pay as they can poſſibly deſerve; but if any one, 
by Chance, be catch d kiſſing a Scholar, he muſt 
patiently ſuffer his Heels to be par d, that he may 


never dance afterwards, or elſe he muſt be fore d in 


twenty four Hours to depart the Country; for it is 
wiſely conſider d, that nothing can be a greater 
Interruption to the Content of Parents, than to 
have their Daughters debauch'd by thoſe very Miſ- 
creants, Who have the Confidence to undertake to 
teach them Breeding; nay, ſome are apt to think 
it carries along with it ſuch a heinons Piece of 
Treachery, that a Man deſerves to be gelt for. 


If, in ſtrict Fuſtice, a deceitful Friend N 
ef a Jayl, that tricks me when I lend; © 
Nhat muſt he merit, who his Truſt betrays, © 
Deflow'rs my Child, and rcbs me of my Eaſe 2 


* 
— 1 


CHAP. VL 


07 our Laws, and Methods for the Diſpatch | 


= of Fuftice. g 


8 E have but one Court of Judicature, no Ju- 
ries; and but one Judge, who has an abſo: 
lute Power, without the Circumſcription of any 
Law, to determine all Matters, Coram Fudice, ac- 
cording to the beſt of his own Judgment, which he 


is bound to do upon the firſt Hearing, without a- 


ny Delay. ÞAfrea like, he is always blind fold 
when he fits upon the Bench, to prevent Corrupti- 
on, that he may neither be affected with the De- 
portment of one Man, or offended with the home- 
ly Figure or clowniſh Behaviour of another, ſo as 

to be inchnd to any manner of Partiality; Tor 


"7 


I» 
— 


N 1 
does he ever hear with more than one Ear at a 
Time; for as ſoon as the Plaintiff begins to ſpeak, 
he always ſtops the other, and reſerves it for the 
Defendant, Every Perſon here is not only ſuffer d, 


but under an inevitable Neceſſity of pleading his 


own Cauſe, for we have no ſuch Things as old 
muſty Cuſtoms, Precedents, or ancient intricate 
Rules, lock d up in a barbarous obſolete Language, 
to puzzle Juſtice, delay Judgment, and make Right 


a Difficulty ; for which Reaſon we have no Occa- 


fon for thoſe nitble-tongu'd Divers into Querks 
and Quidities, cal!'d Lawyers: Tho', fome Years 


ſince, our Court admitted of two Orators, one for 


the Plaintiff, and the other for the Defendant, but 
in a little Time they had like to have ſet the whole 
Iſland by the Ears; ſo that being found a Nuſance, 
One, who was the greateſt Incendiary, was dEcent- 
ly tuck d up upon an old Crab-tree, and the other 
preſently after dy d for Fear; ſo that ever ſince the 
Inhabitants have been reſtor d to their ancient Con- 
tent, and every one has the Liberty in plain Words 
to exhibit his own Caſe, and his Witneſſes the Pri- 

viledge of ſpeaking freely, without being banter'd 

either out of the T:att, or out of their Senſes; and 
that no Man, in any wiſe, ſhould have the Ad- 
vantage of his Adverſary, we ſufler no Learning a- 


bove Writing and Reading, to be taught among 


us; by which Means we preſerve our Peace, pre- 
vent the Growth of Blockheads, and defend our 
ancient Conſtitution from all manner of Innovati- 
ons: Nor indeed is our Court of Judicature trou- 


bled with any Matters of Debt, becauſe all Perſons 


live ſo plentifully here, that no Man has Occaſion 
to borrow any thing of his Neighbour: Nor have 
we any Diſputes about Titles of Eſtates, becauſe e- 
very Man has more than himſelf or his Family 
knows well what to do with; ſo that moſt of our 
. Controverſies are about the Diſturbance of our 
Peace, by warm Words between Neighbours, or 
accidental Contentions between Man“ and Wife; 
E ; which, 
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which, as they happen but ſeldom, are always pu- 
niſh'd with the utmoſt Severity, leaſt others ſhould 
be corrupted by their evil Example, and the Con- 
tent of cur Iſland be unhappily impair d. The Loſs 
of the Tongue, or perpetual Baniſhment, are the 
uſual Sentences proncunc'd by the Judge upon ſuch 
Ottenders; which terrible Dooms are never ſuper- 
feded upon other Terms than an humble Submiſſion, 
an open. Penance, a ſincere Repentance, and a 
publick Rccantation : So that notwithſtanding 
Judgment, if the Convict can find Sureties for his 
due Performance of the aforeſaid Articles, he is a- 
gain reſtor'd to his former Liberties. From whence 
you may obſerve, that our greateſt Severity is not 
without Mercy. | 3 


He that i truiy fad for his Offence, 

| Merits Compeſſion ly kis Pemtence; _ 
And want of Mercy, all good Men zgree, 
Turns human Juſtice into Tyranny. 


: - 


CHAP. VII. 


Of our Marriages. 


S we have but little Occaſion for either Mo- 
ney or Huſwifry, ſo the only Gifis, Graces, 

and Acquircments, that we value in a Woman, 
are, Beauty, Modeſty, and a charming Excellency 
both in Mutick and Dancing; and the higher Per- 
tection ſhe happily enjoys in theſe amorous Induces» 
ments; the greater Fortune we eſteem her, and re- 
Ipcct her accordingly : And in Regard that Wo- 
man was the laſt molt excellent and beautiful Work 
that crown'd the whole Creation, ut give them 
the Precedency in all Caſes, excepting Family-Go- 
vernment: They chuſe firſt, eat firſt, drink firſt, 
$0 to Bed firſt, and have a peculiar Liberty in diſ- 
| | cdvering 


f! 
covering their Affections, without incurring there- 
by the leaſt Scandal or Reflexion; for which Rea- 

fon, Men never addrefs em as in other Countries, 

* ox tire their Ears with impertinent Courtſhip, but 
always leave them to their own Choice: Which ex- 

- traordinary Priviledge, no Parent has Power to de- 
1 ny any Daughter, when ſhe is fully arrived at the 
op Ade of fifteen. And the Method that they uſe to 
* Sud, their Liking to the happy Perſon that they 
'honour with their Love, is in Manner following, 

viz. The enamour'd Damſel, when ſhe has pitch d 

upon her Man, knits with her pretty Fingers an 

— artificial Ring of her ew» Maiden Hair, which ſhe 
: ſends wrap'd up in a white Paper, whereon is in- 

 _" Tenib'd her own Name very fairly written, and in 

| 5 what Grove ſhe intends to be walking the next 

j 
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Day, with ſome of her Relations. If the Receiver 

of the Preſent be no ways pre-engag'd, and ap- 

| proves her for his Bride, he keeps the Token, and 
| '- ._ __ tearing, out a Mulberry-Leaf from the Lining of 
| | his fore Garment, ſends it back to the Lady in a- 
bt nother Piece of Paper, wherein he ſignifies his kind 
[| Acceptance, and that he will certainly meet her at 
158 the Place appointed; but if he diſlikes the Propo- 
al, he veturns the Preſent by the Bearer, which is 
{> look d upon here to be the higheſt Contempt that 
4 can be put upon à Virgin, without he is able to 
eekxcuſe himſelf by ſome ſubſtantial Reaſons. But 
il - if they happen to meet, the Match is made up up- 
is don their firſt Conference, and the Time is appoint- 
ed by the young Lady fer their Marriage, which is 
always thus conditional, viz. That if at any Time 
hereafter, for Reaſons known to themſelves, they 
ſhall both jointly agree upon an abſolute Separati- 
on, they may both come together, and with one 
Accord fignity their Conſent ſo to part before the Þ 
Parſon that marry'd em. The ſame Prieſt or bis i © 
lucceeding Incumbent in the ſame Pariſh, having 
a Jawiul Power, without farther Conteſt, to pro- v. 
Nounce an utter Separation; ſo that either ball 1478 

8 ; * al 


bo, FY ß . Er LR _ 


lim 


V0 5 pal — 


* 


1 
the Freedom of wedding new Spouſes, to their 
farther Satisfaction; and in Cale of Children, who 


are never here thought burthenſome, by Reaton of 


our Plenty, the Boys always go with the Man, and 
the Girls with the Woman. Without this *Liber- 
ty, we ſhould never be able to preſerve the Con- 
tent of the Publick, which has ever been eſteem d the 
higheſt Bleſſing of our peaceful Ifland ; for nothing 


— 


ſeems more unreaſonable here to the wile Conſer- 


vators of our happy Conſtitution, than that Man 
and Wife ſhould be forc'd by a Law to live toge- 
ther, contrary to their Wills, 1n perpetual Difcord, 
when both might propoſe to enjoy aſunder undi- 
ſtutb d Felicity, or to match themſelves fo comtor- 


find any Cauſe of Repentance. Beſides, tis to this 
excellent Cuſtom of willing Separation, that we 


and the Continence of their Husbands ; for know- 
ing, that when they are weary of one another, 


both Sides to conſider, if they ſhould bring them- 
{elves under Scandal by any libidinous Practices, 
during the firſt Marriage-Contract, that if ever 
hereafter they ſhould ſo far diſagree, as to be wil- 
ling to part, no Body would be ſo mad to truſt 
either Man or Woman a ſecond Time, who had 
lo infamouſly broken their former Covenant; fo 


Way with their Gallants, whilſt their Husbands 
ſeal another with their lip-licking Harlots; no 


Daughters, whilſt titular Couſins are revenging 
the Wrongs done to their fincr Ladies, In ſhort, 
we are a very happy People, not at all addicted to 
either Pride, Luſt, or Avarice; and tho any Man 
and his Wife may part at Pleaſure, if both are 


vers of each other, that its ſeldom put in Practice. 
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tably a ſecond Time, that neither ſhould hereafter 


principally owe the Vertue or our marry'd Women,” 


they may part by Conſent, makes the matrimonial 
Shackles ſit the eaſier without galling, and cauſes 


that we have no marry'd Women that run one 


Courtiers at the Tails of our Citizens Wives and 


conſenting, yet they are generally ſuch mutua! Lo- 
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and Barges, grave Dancing in our Meadows, with- 


— 


the Sins and Vices of the People. Cards we loo 


fore we think it but reaſonable to tollerate what's 


Since Love can only make a nuptial Life 

Sweet to the Husband, pleaſant to the Wife, 55 
When thar's declin d, tis hard they ſhould be forc d 
y Lam, againſt their Wills, ts live accurs d. 
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CHAP. VIII 


_ 99 5 
Of aur Sports and Recreations. 


1 Sports among us, that are moſt in- 
A nocent, are always beſt belov' d, and account- 
ed the moſt noble; nor axe we at all addicted to 
Hunting, Fowling, or Fiſhing, becauſe we hold 
it ſinful to make a Paſtime of the Life, or to de- 


light in the Blood of any Manner of Creature; 


nay, ſome are ſo conſcientious, that they will not 
venture to play a Game at Puffin, for fear by 
Accident they ſhould prick their Neighbour's Fin- 


gers, yet we allow of lawful Sports and Reoreati- 


ons upon the Sabbath-day, but then they are ſuch, 
that can no Ways be offenſiwe either to God or 
Man, as Conſorts of Muſick in our Weods and 
Groves, floating upon our Rivers in our Canows 


out Noiſe or Diſorder, and the like; and the main 
Reaſon why we grant theſe Liberties after divine 
Service, are, viz. That we have no Intriguing to 
divert our Quality, few Taverns, and no Coffee- 
houſes to refreſh our Citizens, no Bawdy-houſes to 
entertain our Youth, no Brandy-Bottles and, To- 
bacco for our Ladies Cloſets, neither Sots Holes or 
Ale-houſes for drunken Portersand Carmen. There- 


harmleſs, ſince our Government gains nothing b 


— 
r V 


upon to be Witchcraft, and Dice Deviliſm ; for 
which Reaſon, the Uſe of both are very ſtrictly 
| 8 Pro- 


ET - 


_ prohibited, leſt Gaming ſhould fill our Iſland with 
that hell-born Retinue which it always draws at- 


ter it, viz. Curſing, Swearing, Cheating, Avarice, 


and Contention, ſuch diabolical Attendance that 


would prove very deftructive to our peaceable Con- 
ſtitution. We have no Horſes upon our Iſland, 
nor indeed Occaſion for any; hut inſtead thereof, 
we have a tame pretty black Animal, with a white 
Liſt down his Back, that, as to our Pleaſure, does 


us the fame Service. He is very gentle, yet ver 
iwift of Foot, about the Bigneſs of an Aſs, bur 


rather ſhap'd like a Buck, and is fo towardly a Pad, 
that we ride him without a Bridle. When we are 
once mounted, bid him walk and he'll walk, trot 
and he ll trot, run and hel gallop; and is {o won- 


dertul a Creature of that inherent Docibility, that 


we can bring him to fetch and carry, jump over 
a Stick, or ſwim after a Duck with a Rider upon 
his Back, as well as a Spaniel. The common Name 
of this Animal, is, an Errandeer, ſo call'd, I ſup- 


pole, from his Swiftneſs, and his Shape, being ſome- 


what like a Stag in Body, and always employ d 
upon ſuch Buſineſs, that requires ſpeedy Diſpatch. 


Upon theſe ſerviceable Creatures we often take our 


Recreation out of our great Cities, among the di- 


ſtant Villages, founding our Horns and Trumpets 


along the Roads as we pals, with all the chearful 
Magnificence that can add Pleaſure: to our Pro- 
grels. Thus we ramble round the Country, to vi- 
{it our Friends and Relations, twice every Year, 


and when we haye enjoy d one another in mode- 


rate Drinking, Mirth, Muſick, and Dancing, we re- 


turn Home to our Families, without the Care of 


Buſineſs, and by the Charms of our Wives, and 
the Sweetneſs of our Children, ſtill continue our 


Alacrity, and preſerve our Content, Our next En- 


z0y ment, is, a familiar Converſation with our a- 


micable Neighbours, which we daily renew under 


the Shade of our own Vines, and ſometimes at the 


Taverp, but are always careful of theſe theer Mi 
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chiefs, viz, Talking to an Uneaſineſs, Teſting te 


Prophaneneſs, and Drinking to Exceſs; fo that 
we have no obſcene Diſcourſes, that begin with 


Bawdy, run into Blaſphemy, and end with Reli- 
gion; no wrangling about Government, or Di- 
ſputes upon Matters which none of us underſtand; 
no factionz Cabzls, to propagate Sedition, or un- 
dermine the Church; no quarrelling about our San- 
ctity, to give our Adverſary, the Devil the better End 
of the Staff; no politick Projects, to ſell eur Coun- 
try's Welfare to the Avarice of our Superiors ; no ſi- 
nifier Inventions, to make nineteen Parts of our King- 
dom mere Slaves to the twentieth; no Party-Divi- 


ſions, ro occaſion our Fools to contend about Sha- 


dows, whilſt we loſe our Subſtance. In ſhort, we 
are an amicable People, who, together and apart, 


ſtudy our King's Eaſe, the publick Safcty, and our 
own Happineſs. We never privately promote inte- 


ſtine Diſcords, and conſecrate the Subtilty, by openly 
recommending Peace, Love, and Unity; ſo that 
indeed our Sports are innocent, our Recreations de- 
lightful, and all our merry Meetings, which are 


only upheld for the Advancement of Harmony, 


are ſo well regulated, that nothing paſſes through- 
out our Whole Converſation, but what is joyful at 
the Preſent, and ſweet in the Reflexion ; and the 
principal Reaſons why we hve ſo ſecure in this State 
of Felicity, are theſe, viz. We are unanimous in 


our Devotion, have but little Preaching, and that 
orthodox, and are neither plagu'd with either po- 


lemick Pamphlets, or deceitful Neyvs-Papers. 


Mere e er) factious Scribbler is allo d ä 
Jo dent his Mhimſies, to corrupt the Crowd, 
And preaching K-----s in Alley-Pulpits vend 

T beir wicked Nonſenſe. Diſcords kave no End. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Of our Religion and our Clerg . 


N Matters of Faith, we have but one entire O- 
pimon, which, -without Scruple, is univerſal a- 
mong us; and the nominal Symbol which our 
Church bears, is, the Church of Peace, and the 
general Appellation by which her Sons are diſtin- 
guiſh'd, vis. The Brethren of Content. In Af- 
fairs Eccleſiaſtical, we are under the Government - 
but of one Biſhop, and he a true Friend to the 
Church, fearing, if we had more, they ſhould di- 
ſpate their Seniority, and perplex the Church with 
their contentious Wrangles, to the Hurt of her 
Community; ſo that the whole land, it being 
but ſmall, is happily reſolv'd into one Biſhoprick : 
Nor is any Man choſen into this ſacred Authority, 
till he has given the whole Nation, by his exem- 
| plary Life, ſufficient Teſtimonials of his extraordi- - 
g nary Wiſdom, ſincere Piety, and unſpotted Inte- 
grity; ſo that whoever is inveſted with this holy 
Dignity, is always reverenc'd by the whole Peo- 
ple, as a Moſes or an Aaron. His higheſt Care, is, 
to preſerve the Church upon her ancient Founda- 
tion, in Love and Unity, and to be watchful and 
diligent in fupplying the Iſland with a peaceable, 
knowing, and diſcreet Clergy, ſuch as are quali- 
ty'd by their Lives, as well as their Doctrines, to 
teach the People their Duty. Nor are they ever 
ſuffer d to adorn their Eloquence with unintelli- 
gible Sentences, or abſtruſe Terms, borrow'd from 
the Froth of foreign Languages, but are ſtrictly o- 
 Þ bligd to be- as familiar in their Pulpits, as they are 
: in their Parlours, all of us agreeing, it is the Buſi- 
neſs of our Guides not to puzzle, but inſtruct their 
> | Congregations; for we are never affected with me- 
taphyſical Redomantados, or apt to e e 
a eee 


„ 


* 
£ 
7 4 
1:18 
þ J 
1 
| 
bY 
\ 
if 
15 
$ 
» 
* 
4 
1 
7 
65 


= 

5 

n 

£ 

Ws 

; BY 
% 
"a 
' XY 
11 

1 
19 
1 7 
1 3 
5 5 

. 


} | 

\ 

[ / 
mn 
ij 
= 
7 w 
'v 


the Holes to examine the 


(22) 
other Nations, what we do not underſtand. Our 
Creed and our Worſhip are ſtrictly conſonant ta 
the Scriptures, and the Preaching of our Clergy 
never diflonant to our Creed. We univerſally ap- 
prove of divine Muſick in our Churches, as a 
Feet and comfortable Means to elevate ur Souls 
in the holy Service of Almighty God; and ſhould 
a Man among us but intimate his Averſion to 
{ich heavenly Harmony, he would be look'd up- 
on as a Brute, without a rational Soul, and un- 
worthy to be admitted into the Houſe of Prayer, 
We never enter into the holy Door, but with a 
profound Humility, and are all ſo unanimouſly 
ſincere in our Devotion, that we think it a Con- 
tempt to the divine Majeſty, to ſhew a roving Eye, 
or a diſſettl'd Countenance; fo that none come to 
Chureh, but with a ſincere Intention to perform 
their Duty, and in their Looks and Actions to ex- 
prels that Reverence which is highly becoming of 
io ſolemn an Occaſion. | We have no ogling be- 
tween intriguing Ladies and their amorous Gal- 
jants; no ſtudyd Geſtures, languiſhing Deport- 
ments, or bewitching Glances, to excite the Wan- 
ton to polute the Temple with adulterous Incli- 
nations; no coming to Church out of Pride, in- 
ſtead of Piety, much rather to ſhew the Fineneſs 
of their new Apparel, than the Sincerity of their 


Devotion; no hiding of female Faces with pink d 


Fans, in the Interim of Prayer, when all the Tim 
of their pretended be they are peeping thro: 

| aces of the young Gen- 
tlemen ; no kneeling down with a luſtful Heart, 
and an hypocritical Countenance, ſquinting one 
Eye at Heaven, and the other at a Lover; no Aſ- 
ſignations in the Church-Porch, where to meet 
and be wicked after divine Service; nor are we c- 


ver troubl'd with tender Conſciences, who are for 


ſtripping the Prieſt of his Benefice, as well as his 
Surplice, the Church of her Rites and Ceremonies, 
the Chancel of its Plate, the Steeple of its Bells, 


— 


qe | 
and God's holy Houſe of its Harmony. In ſhort, 
wwe are a People that abominate Pride, love U- 
nity, and hate Diſſention, and that ſhew no mere 
Zeal in our Looks, than what is viſible in our Pra- 
ctices; we never pray aloud in our Parlours, and 
cheat the World in our Shops, heap Calummes 
upon the Innocent, and protect - our guilty Bre- 
thren, oppreſs our Country, to gratify our Ambr- 
tion, over-power Truth with notorious Falſities, 
or prefer the windy Froth of proud, illiterate Dun- 
ces, to the found Doctrine of pious, learn'd, and 
reverend Inſtructors ; nor do we ſuffer any Man 
to aſcend the Pulpit, but ſuch as are truly worthy 
of ſo divine an Office, or ever permit the facred 
Function of the Prieſthood to be mimick d in Holes 
and Corners by Apes, Monkeys, and Baboons, who, 
like Quacks and Mountebanks, have no Way to 
gain the good Opinion of Fools, but by railing on 
their Stages at the true and able Phyſicians; ſo 
that by the extraordinary Care of our Church-Go- 
vernors, we are always preſerv'd in ſuch peaceable 
Unanimity, that we have not ſo much as one Fa- 
_— among us, to diſturb the, Quiet of our 
Iſland. | 


Mere one Religion is preſerv d entire, | 2 
It does the Flock with peaceful Minds inſſire; 
| But where contending Churches are advanc'd, 


Y Deſtruftive Fends by Zeal are countenanc d. 

4 HA * 

5 OF our civil Government. 

r by , | 5 bg : 2 . 

. V 7E eſteem it our great Happineſs, that we are 
under the Government of an hereditary Mo- 
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narchy,. which, by the Bleſſing of Providence, has 
been long preferv'd among us, without any Inter- 
155 e : ruption: 
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;  ruption : Nor have we any Tradition that gives 
us an Account of either Faction, Commotion, 
Rebellion, or Revolution, that ever happen'd ſince 
the firſt Settlement of a King over us, who (ac- 
cording to our beſt and trueſt Hiſtories, our old 
Ballads, which have been ſang down from one Ge- 
F neration to another) was a good old Gentleman, 
who forſook his native Country, with his Chil- 
dren, Friends, and Relations, to fave their Lives 
: in a Time of Rebellion and Cruelty, when their 
18 Prince was murder d, the Conſtitution torn in 
| Pieces, Religion made a Mock of, their Eſtates ſe- 
queſter d into the Hands of Traytors, and the whole 
Kingdom painted of a ſanguine Complexion, with 
the Blood of the Loyal. *Twas in theſe Times of 
Trouble, when there was no other Proſpect, but of 
Miſery and Deſtruction, that our firſt King and 
Governor, with his whole Family, put themſelves 
on board a large Veſſel they had bought, and ra- 
ther choſe to truſt themſelves to the Mercy of un- 
bridl'd Winds, and the tempeſtuous Ocean, than 
to the ruder Malice and more ungovernable Rage 
of a poyſon d Rabble, and a fanatick Enemy, who 
were made the Inſtruments of God's juſtice upon 
a ſinful Nation. When thus embark'd, by the 
Help of a Pilot, and fome few Sea-men, they put 
cut to Sea, where they rov'd for many Weeks un- 
| der the Protection of Providence, in order to diſ- 
cover ſome uninhabited Country, wherein they 
might propoſe to live ſecure and free from the Ty- 
ranny and Oppreſſion of ſuch inhuman Monſters 
as they had left behind them. At length, when 
driven to great Hardſhips, thro' the Scarcity of Pro- 
viſions, good Heaven, in Compaſſion to tlie di- 
ſtreſs d Wanderers, ſteer d their Bark in View of 
this our fruitful Iiland, who ſailing round it, and 
judging, by the Want of Towns upon the Beech, 
it was uninhabited, they ventur d to caſt Anchor 
in a commodious Bay, and hoiſting out their Boat, 
came a-ſhore, as it happen d, in the moſt * 
| arc 
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Part of the whole Country, where uncultivated 
Nature was ſo very exuberant, that upon their firſt 
Entrance, they found evory Thing needful for the 
Support of Life in a peaceful State of uncontroul- 
able Felicity; for they ſoon perceiv d, by the Wild- 
neſs of the Woods, the Want of paſſable Roads, 
and the rude Appearance of every Thing they met 
with at their Landing, that they were in no Dan- 
ger from any prior Inhabitants, except wild Beaſts, 
and againſt thoſe they were well arm d and guard- _ - 
ed; ſo that being pleas d with the Climate, com- 
forted by the Products, and delighted with the 
Country, they were all highly eie with what 
p Providence had allotted them, and unamumouſly 
p. reſolv d to thankfully enjoy the peaceable Poſſeſſi- 
L 
8 


on of their new Land of Canaan; and for the 9 
better ſecuring of their farther Happineſs, they n 
thought it neceſſary to agree upon ſuch a Form of 5 

4 Government, as might preſerve hereafter their grow- 

ing Community from thoſe fatal Troubles. and 

> Diſorders, which had caus d them to forſake their 

A native Country. After a ſhort Conſultation of 

4 the wiſeſt Heads among em, an .abſolute Monar- 

e chy, without any Limitation, was determind as 

the beſt, becauſe they had too lately obſerv'd the 


* miſerabie Confuſions from whence they had With:: 
drawn, were all undiſputably owing to the Pride, | 
ey Folly, and Madneſs of a ſtubborn, hot- headed 


Senate, Who pretended to have Share in the Go- 
rs vernment. Therefore they were refolv'd to pre- 
en vent the like Miſchieſs ariſing in their new King- 
o dom from the like Cauſes, and thought it much 
11 ſafer to truſt to the Mercy, Wiſdom, and Con- 
of duct of one good Man, than to the Heats, Facti- | 
nd ons, and Whimſies that might happen to ariſe a- 
ch mong many hundreds. Accordingly the good old 
dor Gentleman, who was the Eather of the Family 
it, be had deliver d out of Slavery, took upon him- 
ant elf the ſovereign Autholty; and being anointed 
arc King, under God, by his mn Chaplain, r ' Hh 


ET 
the Name of Philodeſpot, from his being a true Lo- 
ver of his injurd Maſter. No ſooner as he 
climb d into his new regal Seat, but he wiſely pro- 
cC.ceded to ſettle the Government upon a laſting 
Foundation, and to order every Thing to the un- 
ſpeakable Joy and Satisfaction of his Subjects, who 
were ſo highly pleas d with the diſcreet Manage- 
ment and Princely Conduct of their new King 
Pbilodeſpot, that they began to eſteem Loyalty as 
the chiefeſt Vertue, and greateſt Obligation, that 
ought to be regarded by ſo happy a People, who 
found themſelves now ſo abſolutely free from all 
CTiruelty and Oppreſſion, and ſuddenly advanc'd 
into ſuch a State of Felicity, that they reverenc'd 
their Royal Patriot as a Senn for his Wiſdom, 
and a David for his Goodneſs, ſince his only Care 
and Ambition, were his own juſt Glory, and his 
Subjects Happincts, From the ſacred Loins of this 
venerable Prince, deſcended that wiſe and peace- 
able worthy Philodeſpor the IId, who did not only 
inhent the Throne, but the Vertues-of his Father, 
under whoſe Government the Content of the Pub- 
lick ſtill flouriſh'd above twenty Years, without 
the leaft Interrupmon, till, as he had reign'd in 
Comfort, he expir'd un Peace, and was happily 
ſucceeded by his Royal Son, Philodeſput the IIId, 
dur preſent Sovereign, a Prince of that matchleſs 
Piety, ference Temper, unſpeakable Lenity and 
; Goodneſs to his People, that he would ſooner fut- 
fer himſelf to die a Martyr, than to ſacrifice the 
Peace and Welfare of his Subjects, upon any other 
Terms, than their own Security; inſomuch, that 
we think our ſelves, under his excellent Govern- 
ment, the happieſt People in the Univerſe. He has 
no Flatterers about him, to make their own Mar- 
| Kets, by raiſing and fomenting ground leſs Fears 
and jealouſies; no ambitious Upſtarts, to ſwell 
their own Fortunes by Fraud, Treachery, and Op- 
preſſion, but guides the Reins with ſo much Wil- 
An and Moderation, and ig obcy,d in all — 
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with ſo much Zeal and Loyalty, that it is impoſ- 

ble to determine which are the moſt happy, the 
Prince or the People. [es 
X Where the King's FA and Loyalty prevails, 

No Nation of a happy Union fails: | 

But, where the People from the Prince divide, 
They're always cxrs'd for their rebellions Pride. 
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„„ CHAP, XL Sets 
our Courtiers and our Quality. 5 


O Perſon is dignify'd or diſtinguiſh'd here up- 


1 Y on any other Account, than for their Wil- 


dom, Picty, and Vertue; and when any of their 
Heirs ſhall be fonnd wanting of theſe excellent 


Gifts and Qualities, their Honour ceaſes, and their 


Titles are forfeited : Nor are they longer reverenc'd 


by the humbler Crowd, than they can ſupport their 


Merits, not by Art, but by Action, far above the 


Level of the common People; nor. are they ever 
admitted into publick Authority, till they have 


given fuch Evidence of their ſingular Perfections, 
that neither King nor Country have the leaſt Rea- 
ſon, from any vitious Habit, to doubt of their 


Integrity; and if ever they are detected in any e- 
vil / Practice between Prince and People, they are 


preſently dipt into a Fat of Honey, like a Wick 


into Tallow when you make a Candle, then ty d 


in a Wood with their Back to a Tree, that they ' 
may be tickl'd to Death with Bees, Waſps, and 


Muſchetoes; ſo that Great Men here, as well as 


our Ladies, are wiſely careful to be as juſt as Area, 


as vertuous as Nuns, and as pious as Biſhops, and 


by the Strictneſs of their Lives, are a great Encou- 


ragement to the whole Iſland to follow their Ex- 


ample. If they are proud, covetous, or imperious, 
the King defpiſes em, and the People Taugh at 
5 - \ b 1 D 25 5 | 'em 1 
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em; if they are wanton, vitions, or immoral, we 
put them into a Peſt-houſe, for fear the wicked Con- 
tagion ſhould ſpread it ſelf thro the Kingdom, and 
if they careleſsly give the Publick any Teſtimonies 
of their Folly, they are diveſted of their Honour, 
degiaded with a Fool's Cap, a Muckender, and a 
.. Slabbering-Pib, and doom d to be Merry Andrews to 
our travelling Mountebanks. Therefore all our 
Quality are ſo very circumſpect in their Lives and 
Practices, and ſo cautious and exact in the Ma- 
nagement of their Poſts, and the Execution of 
Authority, that we never hear of the publick Mo- 
ney being told over a Grid-Iron, or of a crafty Up- 
ſtart's getting an Eſtate by cozening our Govern- 
ment, but all Perſons here are well content witha bare 
 Sulticiency to ſupport themſelves in their Statione, 
and never ſeek to improve their own Fortunes, by 
the Oppreſſion of others: Nor have we any Mini- 
ons here rats d above their Merits, for ſly Chamber- 
Pcactices, officious watching at the Door of Ini- 
quity, or ſinuggling prohibuied Commodities; for 
our Petticoat Quality are all fo wonderful vertu- 
ous, that a new-marry'd Lord may go a Progreſs 
tor twelve Months, and leave his Lady behind him, 
without the Danger of a Beau, Rival, a {ſpurious 
Heir, or loſing one Jewel out of his Bride's Casket. 
We have no ſtrong- back d Sicophants, who ſet up 
for Men of Breeding, to play at Cards among out 
Ladics ; no Sir Foplin Flutters, to idolize the Charms 
, . of a laſcivious Counteſs, or to ſublevate her Fringes 
to adminiſter Titulation to her itching Honour ; 
no Curtizans at Court, to riggle their wanton 
ails into the Royal Favour of our King, that they 
may betray the Secrets which they gain by their Le- 
vity, to thoſe who better pleaſe em, by diving 
farther into their luſtful Embraces; no Stallions at 
large Stipends, or Concubines in high Keeping; 
no Bawds- of Title, or fawning Pimps in their 
own lacquer d Coaches; no Funks of Quality to 
adorn ous Churches of à Sunday, that they _ 
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gild their Vices with their hypocritical Sanctity, 


and cover their ſix Days Shame, with their ſe- 
venth Day's Devotion. In ſhort, we have no 
promiſcuous Venery among our High and Migh- 
ty, but every Great Man puts his little bald Stone- 


horſe into his own Stable, and every Lady takes 


Care to ſhut the Stable-door in her Lord's Abſence, 
that no intruding Stallion may rival her Bucephalus 
in his lawful Enjoy ments; ſo that our Ladies hve 


without the Fear of Shame,/and our Lords with- 
out the Danger of Cuckoldom. | 75 


In Courts, where Vertue ſhines among the Great, 
| frames the Publick, and adorns the State : 
But, where the Guides and Leaders, to their Shame, 
Perſue their Luſts, the Erape will do the ſame, © 
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+, GRAM 
Of our forei gn Trade and C ommerce. 


IT FE arc ſuch great Enemies to ſuperfluous Com- 


VY plements, and unneceſſary Ceremonies, that 
we are utter Difſenters to al that troubleſome 


Cringing and Scraping, which the over Frenchify'd 
Fools of ſome Nations account the higheſt Breed- - | 


ing; therefore, to prevent Foppery, inſtead of Po- 


pery, coming in amongſt us, our Government will 


permit us to. ve no Traffick with any Nation but 


the Dutch, for theſe two Reaſons; firſt, Becauſe 
they are never given to ſuch an 'Excefs of Breed 
ing, as to corrupt our People with over-uſeful ” 
Manners. And ſecondly, Becauſe they never pro- 


fels any Religion among us; ſo that there is no 


Danger of their introducing a new Worſhip, or f 
drawing off Communicants from our . eſtabhiſh'd _ 


Church; therefore we have no Cauſe to fear, that 
their nice Examples will turn our — 
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Beaus, or our Zealots into Schiſmaticks. Our Ifland 


is by Nature ſo well fortify'd, that it is no; where ac” 


ceſſible, but in two Places, and thoſe by Art are fo well 
ſecur d, that none can ſurprize us, but by our own, Treache- 
ty; .O that the firſt Time the Dutch came to ſettle a Trade 
with us, we would not ſuffer them to ſet a Foot upon our 
Wand; till they had taken a ſolemn Oath, that whene- 
verithey were on Shore, they ſhould keep rheir Hands in 
their Pockets, t heir Knives in their Mouths, and never 
drink a Drop of any ſtrong Liquor, till they return'd to 
their Ships; which Articles are ſtrictly obſerv'd to 
this Day: By this Stratagem, we keep their Fingers 
from picking and ſtealing, their Tongues from lying 
and flandering, the thirity Brutes from Drunkenneſs, 
and the Cowards from bebe only he that nego- 


Fl 


_ Ciates, wears his Knife in his Pocket, and has his Mouth 
at Liberty; but if ever he be heard to ſwear Tonder and 
Blackſom, he then forfèits his Priviledge. Tho! we al- 

ways find them a very ſubtil People, yet we are as 
cunning as they can be ; for we never furniſh them with 
any of our ES but what we can ſpare with- 
out impairing ovr Plenty, and never take any Thing in 

Lieu of our Products, but what is uſeful to the Publick. 

Me are no ſuch Fools to export the beſt of our Proviſi- 
ons, till we want it our ſelves, for the Sake of brittle 
Duteh Earth, that's bak'd too hard for our Teeth; "we 
barter not our Bread for a Parcel of Dureh Babies, that 
our Children may have the one to play wjth, When 
they want the other to, eat; we ſcorn they ſhould grow 
rich by our Poverty, proud by our Humility, fat by our 


Conſumption, thrifty by our Extravagance, wiſe by our 


' Folly, and powerful dy our Weakneſs. If a Word, we 
dare very careful that We loſe nothing by em, but uſe 

them exactly at they would us, and deal with their High 
and Mightineſſes ag; they do with every Body, or as we 
Vould with the Devil z; ſo, that in the Main, we only 
make em our Tallow-Ohandlers, our Fiſh-mongers, 


dur Butter- Boxeg, our Bra ndy-Merchants, and the like; 


ah laftly, our Scàvengers to carry our Rubbiſh off the 
Wand ;- for we never ſpare em any Thing but what 
would become a Nuſance, if we did not get rid of it. 
Tet their Induſtry makes all our Superfluities turn to a, 
goo ! Account, becauſe they carry em into thoſe fooliſh, 
Nations, who are 10 full of Pride and Vanity, * they 
„n 8 ; arter 
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ein barter their own ſtaple Commodities, for any foreign _ 
Fipperies, that will but adorn a jointed Baby, or a La- 
3 9's Lap-dog, or give but a new Flavour to a little 
warm Water. Thus we keep them at a Bay, tho' we 


UL " | 

nul hold a fair Correſpondence, and never truſt them far- 
in cher than we are able to manage ... 
ood Now I have thus given you a Deſcription of our I. 


60 ſland, and told you what a People we are not, as welt 

as what we are, I ſhall conclude with a Specimen of our 
ers Tyrick Poetry, that you may fee how far the Muſes 
have honour'd us with their Company; and tho* we 


774 cannot boaft a learned Retroſpection into the profitable 
; * Labours of old defunct Worthies, who were the Ho- 
dcn nour and Ornament of paſt Ages; yet, by the Aſ- 
4 ſiſtance of the rhiming Goſlips, we are able to conjure 
L Pas flouriſning a Ballad, as ever you heard ſung at the 
. Porters Block in Snithfield,or purcha&'d at Pye-Corner, viz." 
71th 1 8 a 8 „ 
th- 1 W 

in A SONG. 

ick. | "EF x 

riſi- . 


HEN fam'd Apollo, God of Light, 
itle W And D Wits T No 
that Keri ret, and leaves old dowdy Night, 

hen Io wear her Starry Crown ; | 

row. Ind when Favonius fans our Iſle 

our With a refreſhing Breeze, 

our $424 gently cools the fruitful Soil, 

- we Ang rocks the lofty 7. ces | 


1. Le then with our Mates to our Bowers remove, 
Tigh k - o 4 4 
we And with Muſick enliven our Hearts, 


\ 


only ing innocent Sonnets of Friendſbip and Love, 
gers, | mcorrupred with flattering Arts. . 
be Vpilſt pulpy Grapes on fertile Fines, 

the Y In juicy Clufteregrow 

K it ove our Heads, and with their Vine: 


Our chearful Cups o'erflow ; 
When Turtles murmur out their Love, 

And coo in duſty Shades, [ng | 
arter Id drooping Boughs, that ſpread above, { | 
a From Damps defend our Heads; 2 
FA 85 Chew 
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n 155 al Fraud ve meet with Ou. 4 i. nds, . 

Aud chat oer our jolly. full Bowls, . © 
K- ee from Exceſs, and all ſiniſter Ends, "EAN 


ec bear 1p and zuicken our Shultz. 

* fel. Kingdoms waſt FRA Store, 1 2 © 

7, RA 1 their Neighbours PTT 64 
Nil ple Show'rs of. wreaking Goes 9725 i 2 

| nure the Barren Field; 2 N hs 10 RY | 


4 Ter Mothers weep, and Wives lament, 4 14 TY 74") } 
And wring their Hands and rave, _ EA 75 

Ss ſee their Sons and Huſbands ſent DO? 1 
Ie feed the gaping, . 5 . 1 

wail we unoppreſs* a, ive in Plenty a Peace, 2 5 

| 2 ag the Publick agree, * 1 | 

Have no Wolves in Sheeps Clothing to tear of our Fleet A 
- But from fuch Sort of Dangers are PR 2 1 
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Fr Farbe 0 thouſands, 10 enrich D — 
A — Or gratify a fem, 5 
And, 20 Ge ive the Publick, "ALY „ 
Ize Wonders that tbey do: T 
Fe humour not the Proud and Great, © © 


To make our ſelves their Slaves ;, 5 4 
Nor draw. in Fools, by Tricks o „ 
To be a Prey to Knaves. .. 5 VV 
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Fe honour our Prince, 4 rakes Care of © our fu, 
Truſt none that we know would undo s; © we 
2 ' But wiſely ſteer wide of thoſe Rocks and Hoſe mu, , 
bun the TONE 1 N to . "I 
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